" "VV c do not conceal from ourselves tlie practical difficulties which lie in the way of determining with accuracy the number of insane at large who should be placed in asylums. The conclusions at which we arrived were not altogether based on the nature or curability of the malady, but were influenced also by the circumstances in which the patient was placed, and the degree of care bestowed upon him. We asked ourselves, whether in the interests of the patient himself, or in those of society, it seemed most desirable to place him in an asylum or to leave him at home; and our decision was taken upon a general consideration of all the facts of each case. Por, in addition to the mental and bodily condition of the patient, as well as the general circumstances by which lie was surrounded, we felt bound also to take into account the constitution of our asylums; and we were conscious that our difficulties would often have been materially lessened had these establishments been based on the idea of providing a diversity of accommodation for patients affected with different degrees of mental incapacity. 
